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DATA AND METHODS IN BRIEF 

KEY FINDINGS 

1 A smaller sample was needed for Ghana for the study to be representative of cocoa-growing areas as 
compared to Côte d’Ivoire, since there are fewer cocoa districts. This sample is larger than several other child 
labour prevalence surveys (for instance the Tulane 2013/14 survey completed 1,214 HH interviews in Cote 
d’Ivoire and 1,053 HH interviews in Ghana). Additional information on methodology is presented in Annex 1.  
2 Child labour rates were computed based on a binary indicator of whether or not a child is considered to be 
in child labour according to national legislation. Nuances in the gravity and frequency of child labour within 
this classification, while important, are therefore not taken into account for this research. 

3 For the definition of risk classes, a data-driven approach was used for Côte d’Ivoire (by estimating a finite 
mixture model). In Ghana, the data-driven approach failed due to lack of heterogeneity across communities; 
risk classes were set by sorting communities by child labour rates and dividing the sample into three equally 
sized groups. For a detailed description of the methodology, see the full research reports.  
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COUNTRY-SPECIFIC FINDINGS IN DETAIL 

• 

• 
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• 
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• 
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• 
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4 Following the national legislation for Côte d’Ivoire, children are classified in child labour on the 
basis of the following criteria: children aged 5-13 years in employment and children aged 14-17 
years working in hazardous occupations or working more than 40 hours per week or working at 
night. 
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5 Although tested, it was not possible to break down this risk class further into sub-classes, as this 
would reduce the precision and most likely invalidate the model. 
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6 Following the international standard definition, children are classified as in child labour on 
the basis of the following criteria: children aged 5-11 years in agriculture, children aged 12-
14 years working in hazardous occupations or working from 14 to 42 hours per week and 
children aged 15-17 years working in hazardous occupations or working more than 42 hours 
per week. 
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7 Several tests and attempts were made to adopt for the Ghana study a technique to determine 
from the data the number of risk classes (finite mixture model), as was done for the Côte d’Ivoire 
study. However, the communities in Ghana had very similar child labour rates which were 
statistically indistinguishable from one another, so that a finite mixture model resulted in one 
single risk class. Therefore, the sample was a priori divided into terciles on the basis of child 
labour rate, constituting a priori three risk classes. 
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CONCLUSION 
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8 Please see: International Cocoa Initiative (2019) Education quality and child labour: A review of 
evidence from cocoa-growing communities in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana. Geneva: ICI. 
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ANNEX 1: METHODOLOGY 
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